
The Ash tree 

        

The common  Ash tree, flower and leaves. Bark, fruits and leaves of the ash tree have medicinal use. Ash 

wood is remarkable shock resistant and bends very well, therefore wanted for bows and arrows in medieval 

times. The picture of this beautiful tree is taken on the island Gotland (Sweden)    

  

Chart Map of the Verasdonck Family Tree 
 

 

 



 

Heraldic crest with mill stone bearings 

 

The Heraldic crest with mill stone bearings is typical for those families with roots to the old Toxandria. 

Especially in the Peellland. Places like Vlierden, Lierop (Leidorp), Someren and Mierlo. Also some 

places in Belgium have the mill stone bearing in their civic crest 

 

 Millstones had metal bearings to fit the axle. These X-

formed bearings, called ‘Molenijzer’, were important 

tools to adjust the fineness of the milling process.  A crest 

with a ‘millstone–bearing’ is related to the miller 

profession, but it also indicated the rights to store and/or 

to mill grain or any other product with all its rights 

or‘heerlijkheidsvormen’ and its own professional 

disciplines and seal  called ‘rechtbank, gilde en zegel’.  
Many old families, not only van Asdonk, but also families 

like: van Boirschot te d'Erp, Ten Heerenhoven, van IJllingen 

en van Stackenburgh, whose crests contained these 

‘molenijzers’, were named after areas, places and 

villages that existed in the Peelland region ruled by the 

earl of Roode.  These crests, became in use during the 13
th

 

century.  

Some examples: 

 

 

 

 

 

Roover,   v/d Asdonck,   Lierop,   Vlierden,   Erps 

 

Below the Heraldic crest of the family Verasdonck. 

 

The mill stone bearings reflect the origin of the family, while the moon symbolizes hospitality. 

The Lion refers to Brabant. 

 

 



AERLE      (today  Aarle-Rixtel is merged with Laarbeek) 

 

In 1392 the duke of Brabant granted the Family de Rover ruling rights over Aerle and Rixtel as 

“leengebied”. This right was inherited  by the family van Ghent and later by the family Oudart. 

Already before the  end of the 80 years war, in 1641, the special rights of this “heerlijkheid” for 

Aarle-Rixtel ended under the ruling of the “Staten Generaal” of the "Seven Provinces".   
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1 The oldest known seal is mentioned in 1450, but existed before 1392. This print is from 1488.    
2 The  heraldic crest of Aerle shows Holy Mary, carrying Child Jesus, standing aside the Heraldic Crest of the Duke    
3 The 15th century Croy Castle that was bought by Jacob van Croy for 814 Rhine-Guilders on 21.6.1477    
4  the Heraldic crest of Deric die Rover, the first ruler in Aerle (1396).Peter Verasdonck lived on "de Strijp" farmland aside 

the Croy castle 

 

 

 

LIEROP   (old name Leidorp, merged with Someren in 1935) 

    

      

   Civic Crest of Lierop    

  

 

 

 

Six Verasdonck generations lived in Lierop during the15th and 16th century. Above an Aerophoto of 

Lierop, a small village around the church. 

 

 

 



HELMOND                 (The economic and administrative centre of the Peel region) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Duke's castle in Helmond, built in the 12th century was destroyed in1564. 

Another castle in Helmond, built in the 14th century and reasonably well preserved through the 

centuries until today, was the home of the Heren van Helmond: Berlaer, then Cortenbach, Arberg 

and Wesselman.  

This castle was a power centre at the edge of the Peelland untill the end of the 18
th

 century.   

The Verasdonck's lived in Helmond for 4 centuries.  

VUGHT   (the satellite of ‘sHertogenbosch, the jurisdictional centre of Brabant) 

1                            2                               3  
1) Old Schepenbank Seal(1357)       2)  Catharina Guild 1298 ( st Lambertus Church)       3)  the Civic Crest of Vught  
 

The Crest of Vught contains the St Lamberts Church, the St Pieters Church, The Brabant Lion and  

St Pieter's key (the key to Heaven) 

    

   
Antonius Verasdonck and his wife Helena Fransen Jonkers owned the Inn "Hof van Brussel" until 1725. 

Today Taalstraat 173  is a restaurant, runned by Kirsty de Heer & John Kocken "  (April 2004)    
 



NIJMEGEN  (the oldest city in the Netherlands with 2 millenniums of history records) 

 
Skyline of Nijmegen 1575.   

At the left side the new built 

castle of Frederik Barbarossa 

in 1120. The old castle was 

destroyed by the vikings in 

1070.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
During the 19

th
 and 

20
th

century 4 Verasdonck 

generations lived in Nijmegen     
 

Nijmegen was startled by a bombardment, executed by American bombers.  Never in her 2000-year-

old history had the town been so badly damaged . Practically the whole inner city changed into a ruin 

within a few moments.  On March 17, 1945, the last shells exploded.  After the liberation, the sad 

accounts can be prepared: 2,200 dead, 10,000 injured, 5,000 houses and 500 shops totally destroyed, 

12,000 people homeless. 

   

   Nijmegen Center changed into "Plein 1944"          Spoorstraat, Nassausingel, Smetiusstraat 

   

  

  
 

19th century tickets for crossing the river Waal by ferry by "gierpont 

Zeldenrust" to Lent         
 


